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This week in Nursery we have been thinking 

about celebrations. We have been talking 

about how we celebrate our birthdays, as well 

as sharing how we celebrate Christmas. We 

have had lots of fun decorating our classroom 

ready for Christmas. Our role play area has 

been turned into a Post Office, which we have 

been using to write and post letters to our   

families and friends, and of course to Father 

Christmas! We have been practising writing our 

names when making Christmas cards and    

using our counting skills to put decorations on a 

Christmas tree. 

We have also been learning about ‘difference’. We learnt about Diwali. We 

shared the story of Rama and Sita, made mehndi patterns on our handprints 

and decorated Rangoli patterns.  We have also been celebrating our own 

achievements by ‘Sharing the Chair’ during Nursery carpet time. We have 

been showing our friends our WOW certificates that have been awarded to 

us at home and then putting them on our WOW wall. 

In Reception this half term we have learnt all about different ways of  

learning. We linked this to dinosaurs and found out where they used to live, 

what they ate and even how clever they were! We were ‘Explorosaurs’ and 

enjoyed our role play and small world ‘Dinosaur Land’.  

Following on from this we have learnt all about different celebrations  

including birthdays, Diwali, Hanukkah and Remembrance Day. Did you know 

that in some countries people don’t actually know when their birthday is?! 

The children found this fascinating! In the build up to Christmas we are learn-

ing all about the Christmas story and are practising our performance whenev-

er we can. We will be recording Reception’s performance next week and will 

endeavour to get DVD’s out by the end of term. 

 

In Year 1 we have been learning about toys and comparing our new toys with 

those from the past. We have been exploring what toys looked like and which 

materials they were made from long ago and we have compared these with 

new toys. We even made our timeline of teddy bears and learnt when teddy 

bears were first made and how they were named - because U.S President        

Theodore Roosevelt was kind to a bear whilst out hunting! Through using ‘Seesaw’ 

at home, we have been describing our own toys too and we have thoroughly 

enjoyed looking at the photos and videos of our classmates. We are also making 

our own ‘That’s not my teddy’ books by exploring the properties of materials and 

choosing materials to create individual pages to create a class book. 

 

Year 2 received a video from Dr Rebecca Wade, a modern-day  

explorer and RSA Fellow.  She is planning to travel to Antarctica early 

next year and asked for our help.  She set the task for us to find out 

about famous explorers from the past.  We have been busy researching 

Ernest Shackleton and have found out lots of interesting facts.   

 

In English, we are writing a non-chronological report about Shackleton.  

Part of our research will be to compare the past and the present.   
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Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed their work on ‘Extreme Earth’. They have learnt 

about volcanoes and discovered some fascinating facts about them. They have 

also explored maps to locate the most famous volcanoes around the ‘Ring of Fire’.  

The class have also learnt about rocks and had fun using ‘starbursts’ to show how 

sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous rocks are formed.  

 

In Music, Year 3 have listened to a range of music by the  

composer ‘Hans Zimmer.’ They then played simple notes on 

a xylophone to create their own short piece of music after  

listening to the composition ‘Earth’. 

 

 

Year 4 have been working hard to identify which features 

would be needed for a dragon lair in the U.K. They have used 

maps to name and locate countries, cities and counties that 

make up the U.K. and have used the 8 points of a compass to 

navigate between different cities. Using their clay dragon eyes 

for inspiration, the children have created some excellent  

descriptions of their own dragons in English.  

 

In Thrive, we have considered what makes a good friend and 

how to resolve conflicts and disagreements. During our PSHE 

sessions, we have been thinking about why people choose to 

eat certain foods and have learnt about Fair Trade and what 

this means. We have also been learning about the importance 

of having enough sleep and the impact this has on us if we 

don’t.  

 

 

 

 

Year 5 and 6 had a fantastic opportunity taking part in the 

Worcestershire STEM Primary Challenge.  

Firstly, we discovered what STEM stood for and found out a little 

about the amazing and wonderful jobs that engineers do. We 

were then challenged to design an eco-house. We had a very 

clear design specification and had to include 4 rooms,  

accessibility for all, eco technology, include mechanisms in our 

builds and had to demonstrate our creative flair! In addition to 

this, we had to demonstrate our teamwork and communication 

skills to work together to design and build our final idea. After 

completing our buildings, we had to talk clearly and confidently about our designs, explaining it to our 

classmates. The grown-ups then had the very tough job of deciding who had made the winning  

design.  

In Year 5 Rosalie and Leon built the house that best fitted the design specification as well as being  

incredibly creative. In Year 6 Timmy and Ryan demonstrated excellent teamwork and developed the 

winning design. Well done to all the children for taking part and showing such enthusiasm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 



 

www.suttonparkrsa.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

The children from the Language Unit enjoyed a wet walk in the rain with Dougie 

on Thursday afternoon where they had fun taking turns holding the lead. Dougie 

made himself at home in the classroom whilst they learnt about hot and cold 

countries in Geography. Charlie thinks that Dougie would like to live in a hot  

country because he would look cool in a pair of sunglasses! 

 

If you have a child who was born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017, they will be 

due to start in Reception next year. If you haven't already done so, please make sure you apply 

online for their school place by 15th January 2021. If you have any queries, please speak to the 

school office. 
 

Message from the Kidderminster Poppy Appeal Organiser -  

 

“I would like to take this opportunity to formally thank all of you for your support with 

this years Poppy Appeal. 

 

2020 has been a difficult year for everyone, especially the educational sector, so for 

you to take the time to support The Royal British Legion whilst having to deal with all 

the challenges you are facing is hugely appreciated. 

 

Please find attached a certificate of appreciation displaying the total amount you 

raised - £109.25. 

  

I wish you all well and hope you have a safe and festive Christmas. Here's to a bet-

ter 2021. 

  

Once again, thank you for supporting the Poppy Appeal. 
 
 

 

December 2020  

Wednesday 9th December Eye tests (Year 1 only) 

Friday 18th December 2020 Break for Christmas holidays 

January 2021  

Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th January 2021 TED days - school closed to pupils 

Wednesday 6th January 2021 Return to school 


